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GARDENING AT GREENFIELDS

For the academic year 2014-15, we have changed the way that we organise gardening at Greenfields. As a result of the introduction of the revised National Curriculum, and the “Greenfields Guarantee”, we have re-arranged gardening to work as part of the curriculum within Years 3 and 5.

Jane, our School Gardener, now works exclusively with these two year groups, developing gardening skills with groups of children on a timetabled basis.

For example, this year, Year 3 children have :
· Harvested and washed last years’s main crop potatoes for the kitchen.
· Chitted potatoes (main crop), planted them out into the vegetable bed and earthed them up.
· Taken lavender cuttings; and taken cuttings from a rosemary plant, potted them up and took them home; and taken cuttings from a curry plant

· Planted crocus and tulip bulbs in the grass; garlic bulbs in the vegetable bed; and potted up some primrose seedlings and taken them home
· Sowed seeds in beds, ie phacelia (green manure) and coriander; sowed French beans ( using seed from last year’s pods) in pots and planted them out; sowed poppy seeds in big pots outside the classroom; calendula seeds in modules for the greenhouse and planted them out into vegetable beds; pumpkin seeds in pots for the greenhouse and planted them on the compost heap to grow over the summer; peas in trays for the greenhouse and planted out in the vegetable beds; sowed poppy seeds in big pots outside the classroom; wild flower seeds (field scabious) in trays for the greenhouse, pricked them out into modules, planted out into wild life garden when ready; sowed nasturtium seed in pot to takes home; and sowed primrose seeds in trays for greenhouse, pricked them out into modules and potted them on when big enough. 
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Dug out compost from the heap and examined it with magnifiers to identify creatures living within it then used the compost to mulch hazel and rowan trees on the field.
· Split snowdrops and replanted them.
· Weeded veg beds, digging out compost
 from the heap and used it to top 
dress the beds.

· Used secateurs to cut back plants and 
applied mulch.
· Made bird fat cones.

· Raked and swept leaves and put in 
leaf cage to form leaf mould. 
The children in Year 5 have  :
· Taken lavender cuttings to propagate new plants and taken them home.

· Sowed harebells (wild flowers) in trays in the greenhouse pricked them out and potted them up to plant in the wild life garden; sowed lettuce seed in modules for the greenhouse and planted them out into the raised beds; sowed leek seeds to germinate in the greenhouse and planted them out in the raised beds when they were big enough; sowed Spanish Flag seeds (climbing annual) in pots to germinate in the greenhouse, making a tepee to support them climbing up when planted outside; sowed carrot seeds directly into the raised bed; sowed sweet pea seeds in pots to germinate in the greenhouse; sowed monarda seeds in trays to germinate in the greenhouse and potted them up and planted them in the garden when they were big enough; sowed beetroot seed in modules and started them off in the greenhouse and then planted them out in the raised bed; and sowed runner beans in pots and planted them outside. 

· Cut back old stems off finished plants and mulched them with compost; cut parsley and tied it into bunches to sell to staff; cut back last year’s raspberry canes and top dressed them with manure; cut back old stems from grasses in the borders; and cut back finished stems on grasses in borders.

· Planted garlic in modules and planted it in the raised beds when grown; planted bulbs (snakes head fritillaries) in the grass in the wild life garden; planted onion sets in the raised beds; planted crocus bulbs in the grass in the bulb meadow and planted red onion sets in modules to start off growth in the greenhouse and then planted them out in the raised beds.
· Chitted main crop potatoes, planted them in the raised beds and earthed them up.

· Dug up chive plants and split them to make new plants; and dug up hazel seedlings and potted them up for future use.
· Raked leaves and put them in the leaf store to make leaf mould, using the leaf mould to top dress borders.
· Taken lavender cuttings to propagate new plants.
· Raked and shovelled bark and added it to the pathways to suppress the weeds.

· Weeded around plants in raised beds.
· Dug out compost and added to the borders. 
An after-school Gardening Club also takes place on a Thursday evening and has responsibility for the general maintenance of the school grounds and for developing various areas, eg : a “dinosaur garden” and planting the kitchen and wildlife gardens to attract bees and butterflies. Club also sews a variety of seeds to grow on site.
The kitchen garden and wildlife garden are also used by our Learning Mentor at dinnertimes to develop outside therapeutic ways of working with children. 
An EAL teacher also has a raised bed for use with young EAL learners to develop their language.

All of the produce that is grown within school is used within cooking sessions or by kitchen staff. All produce is organic. Some of the produce and other plants are sold at special Parents’ Sales throughout the year.
Class teachers are encouraged to use the grounds and the gardens as much as possible to deliver the outside education curriculum.
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